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Re: Uranir,rn Mines
Aer/037/043
Aer/037 /027
Aer/037 /025
AC:r/037 /026

Dear larqz'

This letter is in reply to your @ncern for r:ranir-un activities that
occur on lards rarked as trucial-critical or high-priority to wildlife.
I woutd like to assure 1ou that this division's personnel are cr:rrently
making use of the wildlife nap overlay sys@n, supplied ry yogt regional
office, and are passing on applicable inforrnation to mineral developers.

Since lou are familiar with the Utah l\tined Iand Reclanation Act' I
would like -to refer you to RiIe M-10, tte neclarna€ion Standards. TLre

objectives of this nrle are to return t}re land to a stable ecological
condition, to miniJnize or prevent enviromnental degradation, and to
mjnimize or prevent hazards to public safety. I.inder this nrle, the
Division reguires reclarnation of all disturbed areas of a mini.::g operation,
arxl surety is estimated on ttre anpr:nt of ttris distr:rbarrce. ft is'
therefore, jn the operators' best interests to d:isturb as little area as
possible.

fn ans\^rer to yor-rr specific @ncerns for the above-nr-rrdcered mining
operations, I would l-ike to point out several ttrings. Operatiorrs ACT,/037/027,
AeI/037/025 arxl Aer/87/026 are all pre-existing mines. That is, they
were irl o<istence prior to passage of the Utah Act in f975. ft is just
ncr^/ that tLre Division is approving their plans and is, by tttis verlz saIIE
approval process, receiving a oonnitment and a botd for recl-amation fnqn
the operators. So, without ttris approval proc€ss, the Divsiion canrrot
ensure protection of the envirorrnerrt.
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ttre surface facilities of ttre fourth nui::e, NI/037/043, which is
ner^r, are located adjacent to lttah Highuay 46, ng)rt to a cafe, in an

o<isting gravef pit] AIso, all of t[" s,rrface facilities for the o<istirtg
mine, 31g5,TOZ7/OZ?, vAricfr blds sections jrr sitical deer winter habitat'
ii" .l-""" to ifigf;xay 46, cor-nrty-rnaintained anl Forest Seryicemaintajned
roads. So, aftfiougi a sectiorilease is held b1z an operator, it is not
irplicit ttrat disttrrbance occtrrs ttrroughout it.

If yor feel it necessarlr, Ir4ike lhsrpson, o:r Ergineering @ologist,
who has 

-inspected these bitei, and l4aqf Ann lrtright, otlr-Fclanation
Biologist, r^puld be glad to acccnpanlz lacur Resor.rrce Analyst, Ianry
Dalton, on a trip to tlrese mine site! to obsenre the cperations first
lnnd. An on-site inspection ould be npst instrtrctive.

Again, ue appreciate yorr @ncerns ard ooperation'

Sincerely, a

U-B?',rftx+
crEoN B. FEreIq
DTREETOR V

GFlsp
cc: Danel Nish

Division of Wildlife Resources


